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— because they relate to parts of the international Application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
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— because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box II Observations where unity of Invention Is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet) 



This international Searching Authority found multiple Inventions in this internationat application, as follows: 



1 . I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this International Search Report covers ail 
« — ' searchable claims. 

2. I I As ail searchable claims could be searched witfiout effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment 

of any additional fee. 



3. I I As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant this Internationat Search Report 
I — * covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. I I No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this International Search Report is 
— restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest | [ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

I [ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (1)) (July 1998) 



J 




international Application No. PCT/ GB 03/04493 



FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ £10 



Continuation of Box 1.2 

Claims Nos.: 14-15, 49, 57, 61-63, and 66-67 (all partially), 22-37, 
47-48, 50, 52-56, 58-60, 68-70 (completely) 



Claims 14-15 relate to kits which are suitable for the diagnosis of a 
predisposition to infection and which comprise reagents for determination 
of genotype of at least one of a group of microsatelllte loci. Since, 
however, said reagents are not defined in terms of technical features 
(e.g. the sequences of PCR primers), the skilled person is not able to 
determine which reagents fall under the wording of said claims. 
Consequently, lack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT arises 
to such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the claims 
Impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for kits 
comprising those reagents which are disclosed in the present application 
as being suitable for determining the genotype of at least one of the 
listed microsatelllte loci. I.e. primers having the sequences shown In 
SEQ ID NO'S 1-10. 

Claims 22-37 and 47-50 relate to compositions, contraceptives, chips or 
assay plates, or uses thereof, comprising a polypeptide "encoded by the 
gene located 1n the chromosomal segment adjacent to" a defined group of 
microsatelllte loci. Since, however, neither said "gene" itself nor the 
"chromosomal segment adjacent to" said loc1 is clearly and unambiguously 
defined in the present application, the skilled person is totally unable 
to understand which gene product is meant Is claims 22-37. Consequently, 
said claims cannot be searched. 

Claim 52 relates to an immunoglobulin A defined by a desirable property 
("providing resistance to infection") and by reference to the procedure 
of Its production ("produced according to claim 50 or 51"). Since, 
however, said claim does not contain any technical features defining said 
immunoglobulin A, the skilled person is not in the position to clearly 
and unambiguously the nature of said immunoglobulin A. Thus, In the 
absence of any technical features of said Immunoglobulin A, a meaningful 
search is impossible for claim 52. Consequently, claims 53-56 and 58-60 
cannot be searched either, because they refer back to claim 52. 

Claims 61-63 relate to a nucleic acid defined only in terms the function 
of its product ("controlling the production of neutralizing antibodies to 
HIV"). Since, however, said claims provide no technical features of the 
nucleic acid locus (chromosomal position, sequence?), the skilled person 
Is totally unable to understand which nucleic acids fall under the 
wording of said claims. Therefore, lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) arises 
to such an extent as to render a meaningful search of the claims 
impossible. Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts 
of claims 61-63 which do appear to be clear, namely the subject-matter of 
claims 64-65. 

Claims 49, 57, and 66-67 have only been searched partially, i.e. the 
search has been restricted to those parts of said claims which depend on 
searched claims. In other words, claim 49 has only been search as far as 
It depends on claims 45-46, claim 57 only as far as it depends on claim 
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51, and claims 66-67 as far as they depend on claims 64-65. 

Finally, a meaningful search is also impossible for claims 68-70, because 
they relate to gene products (or medical use thereof) which are only 
defined In terms of the genomic loci encoding them. Since, however, said 
loci are very large, the skilled person is not able to determine which 
gene products are meant. Consequently, a lack of clarity within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT arises to such an extent as to render a 
meaningful search of said claims Impossible. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of 
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international 
search report has been established need not be the subject of an 
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant 
Is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International 
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a 
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is 
the case Irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following 
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure. 
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